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Die Beitragenden/The Contributors 

 

William D.  Ehrhart is author of 14 books and 10 chapbooks, most recently 
the poetry chapbook Sleeping with the Dead from Adastra Press.  A 
teacher of English and history at the Haverford School in suburban 
Philadelphia, USA, he has contributed poems to several recent issues of 
the Australian journal Kurungabaa. 
 
Corinna Erckenbrecht (corinnaerck@gmx.de): Ethnologisches Büro Dr. 
Corinna Erckenbrecht - Wissenschaftliche Dienstleistungen zu 
ethnologischen und kulturwissenschaftlichen Fragen Australiens und 
Ozeaniens. Website: www.erckenbrecht.com  
 
Sarah French has been a very dramatic soprano, a fulltime carer for her 
father, a speechwriter for the Health Department and an ESL teacher. Her 
first poetry collection Songs Orphans Sing was published in 2007 by Five 
Islands Press. 
 
Kevin Gillam is a West Australian writer with two books of poems  
published, Other Gravities (2003) and Permitted to Fall (2007), both by 
SunLine Press. He works as a secondary school music teacher and free-
lance cellist and conductor. In 2000 he was Emerging-Writer-in-Residence 
at Tom Collins’ House and was granted the same position at the Katherine 
Susannah Prichard Writers’ centre in 2002. 
 
Rosemarie Gläser taught at the English Department and the Foreign 
Language Centre of Leipzig University, where she was Full Professor of 
applied linguistics until 2000. For many years she conducted a research 
group focused on ESP. Her publications include monographs, collections of 
papers, research articles and reports on aspects of stylistics, 
textlinguistics, lexicology, phraseology, and onomastics. 
 
Reinhold Grotz, Dr. rer. nat., born 1938, is a retired professor in human 
geography at the University of Bonn. His main research field is economic 
geography and he has published many articles and some books on 
Australian topics. He is member of the Advisory Board of GASt and co-
editor of the book series KOALAS. 
 
Paula Kreiner (b. 1966 in Perth W.A., pkreiner@bfi-kaernten.or.at) is a 
graduate student at Klagenfurt University. She worked for the West 
Australian Public Service, the Department of Corrective Services and sub-
sequently the Ministry of Justice in W.A. before moving to Austria in 1999, 
where she now is a manager for the Kärntner Berufsförderungsinstitut. 
 
Jaroslav Kušnír (jkusnir@fhpv.unipo.sk )is associate professor at the 
Department of English Language and Literature of the University of 
Prešov, Slovakia. His research fields include 20th century postmodern 
literature in GB, the USA and Australia, the critical reception of Australian, 
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British, and American literature in Slovakia, and literary theory and 
criticism. His most recent monograph is American Fiction: Modernism-

Postmodernism, Popular Culture, and Metafiction. Stuttgart: Ibidem, 
2005. 
 
Allan James (allan.james@uni-klu.ac.at) is Professor of English Linguistics 
at the Department  of English and American Studies, University of 
Klagenfurt, Austria. He has previously held positions at the Universities of 
Amsterdam, Nairobi and Tübingen and is a Fellow of the Netherlands 
Institute for Advanced Study. Currently his main research interest is the 
sociolinguistics of international Englishes.  
 
John Kinsella grew up in urban and rural areas of Western Australia. He is 
the author of thirty books of poetry, his volume Peripheral Light (2004) is 
edited by Harold Bloom for WW Norton. Kinsella is a Fellow of Churchill 
College, Cambridge University, and was formerly Professor of English at 
Kenyon College in the United States. He is a well-known poetry critic, 
having written for the Observer newspaper (UK) and Scotland on Sunday. 
(Taken from John Kinsella. Fast, Loose Beginnings) 
 
Mandy Kretzschmar (Mandy_Kretzschmar@hotmail.de) studied American 
Studies, Theatre and Cultural Studies at the University of Leipzig and at 
the University of Georgia, U.S.A. Currently, she is enrolled as a Co-tutelle 
PhD student at the University of Leipzig and at Macquarie University, 
NSW. Her research interests include Australian history and media, 
transnational and global approaches to history, as well as the problem of 
constructing textual images of the Other. 
 
Igor MAVER is Professor of English at the University of Ljubljana in 
Slovenia, where he teaches literatures written in English. He studied in 
Ljubljana and at the University of Queensland and teaches Shakespeare; 
Australian, New Zealand and Canadian literatures; American novel, 
English mediaeval literature and the post-colonial Anglophone novel.  
 
Hamish Maxwell-Stewart is an associate professor in the School of History 
and Classics at the University of Tasmania. He is author or co-author of 
several books on the transportation of convicts to the Australian penal 
colonies including Closing Hell's Gates (Allen and Unwin, 2008) which was 
awarded the Margaret Scott Prize in April 2009. 
 
Johanna Perheentupa is writing her PhD at the School of History and 
Philosophy at the University of New South Wales. Her thesis examines 
Indigenous activism in Sydney in the 1970s. She has previously 
completed MA thesis in Cultural History at the University of Turku, Finland. 
 
Marcella Polain, born in Singapore, immigrated to Perth aged two with her 
Armenian mother and Irish father. Background in theatre and screen 
writing, lectures in the Writing program at Edith Cowan University. Her 
first poetry collection, Dumbstruck (Five Islands Press, 1996), won the 
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Anne Elder Prize; her second, Each Clear Night (Five Islands Press, 2000), 
was short-listed for the West Australian Poetry Prize. She completed her 
PhD at the University of Western Australia in 2006. The Edge of the World, 
based on her family’s survival of the Armenian Genocide is her first novel. 
 
 
Australian-born Catherine Schwerin (catherine.schwerin@uni-hamburg.de) 
has been an English-language lecturer at the University of Hamburg since 
1996, also working freelance as a translator and editor. She has degrees 
from Melbourne University, the ACU (Melbourne), and Hamburg 
University, and is actively involved in producing and performing English-
language plays for The Hamburg Players. 
 
Werner Senn was professor of English at the University of Berne from 
1984 until his retirement in 2007. He taught modern English literature and 
a wide range of postcolonial literatures. His research interests include 
Elizabethan drama, Joseph Conrad's fiction and Australian literature. He 
has published articles on Australian poetry and fiction and edited or co-
edited several collections of essays. He is also a founding member and 
former President of the European Association of Studies on Australia.  
 
Marion Spies, Dr. phil. habil., is a lecturer, teacher, and   
free-lance writer. Address:  Bergische Universität, Fachbereich A: 
Anglistik, Gauss-Str. 20, D-42097 Wuppertal, German 
 
Veronika Starnes (veronika.starnes@gmail.com) teaches at the Institute 
of Modern Language Studies of the State Higher Vocational School in 
Raciborz, Poland. Her research interests are mainly in the field of 
Australian Literature. She is currently completing her PhD.  
 
Gerhard Stilz, Professor of English (Tuebingen Germany), b. 1940, held 
teaching positions at the universities of Bombay, Stuttgart, Northern 
Arizona, Adelaide and Halle/Saale. His book publications and research 
papers include English, Irish, Indian, Australian, New Zealand, Canadian, 
and comparative topics. Co-editor (since 1991) and executive editor of the 
ZAA quarterly journal (1995-2004) and ZAA monograph series (since 
1997). EACLALS President (1999-2002). Chair of GAST (1993-1996). Co-
editor German-Australian Studies (since 1990). Executive editor KOALAS 
(since 1996). Recent books: Colonies, Missions, Cultures (ed., 2001); 
Missions of Interdependence (ed., 2002); Territorial Terrors (ed., 2007).   
 
Walter Struve (wstruve@slv.vic.gov.au) is a reference librarian at the 
State Library of Victoria, 328 Swanston Street, Melbourne, Vic. 3000. He 
has published various articles on Germans in 19th century Australia.  More 
recently he has been looking into the life of Kurt Offenburg.   
 
Peter O. Stummer (pstummeranne@t-online.de) has recently retired from 
teaching at the English Department of the University of Munich. He has 
published widely on English literature, political discourse, and African, 
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Australian and Indian literature in English. Publications: The Story Must Be 

Told: Short Narrative Prose in the New English Literatures (ed., 1986); Die 

industrielle Revolution in England: Literarische Texte und ihre Kontexte 
(co-ed., 1991) as well as Fusion of Cultures? (1996). 
 
Adi Wimmer (adi.wimmer@uni-klu.ac.at) is the editor of this as well as the 
previous ZfA issue and the Chairperson of GAST. A recent publication is 
his  Australian Film: Cultures, Identities, Texts, published by WVT (Trier) 
in 2007. 
 
Christian Wirtz (M.A., christian.wirtz@uni-tuebingen.de) ist seit Oktober 
2004 wissenschaftlicher Angestellter am Seminar für Zeitgeschichte der 
Universität Tübingen. Er arbeitet dort am Lehrstuhl für Nordamerikanische 
Geschichte. Sein Dissertationsprojekt beschäftigt sich mit der 
Europapolitik des amerikanischen Präsidenten John F. Kennedys. 
Forschungsschwerpunkte: die Geschichte der amerikanischen Außenpolitik 
und die Geschichte der europäischen Integration. 


