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THE YOUNG STUDENT FROM OVERSEAS
Going to School in Australia
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The myth of the alien environment seems to have itadrigin in the
perceived contrariety of the new continent, whiekien when a cause for
amusement, helped nurture the concept of antipiostaksion. The seasons
were reversed, with Christmas in the summer andeEas the autumn.
Swans were black, not white; the trees shed thak bnd not their leaves;
there were egg-laying mammals, scentless flowedshkards which did not
sing. [...] Antipodal inversion became a conveniemd gauperficial means of
characterising Australia. Well might young Alicglling down the rabbit-
hole, wonder about her arrival at the ‘antipathigbere people walked with
their heads downwards. (Rickard 1996, 50)

“Ich musste sie naturlich fragen, in was flr einesnd ich bin. Verzeihen
Sie, gnadige Frau, ist dies Neuseeland oder Aigstfal Sie versuchte beim
Sprechen einen Knicks zu machen. Stellt euch dasinmal vor: knicksen,
wahrend man fallt! Glaubt ihr, dass sie es gesthatf? (Carroll 2006, 9)
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